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gained while in an official position, whereby he was enabled
to secure and did secure any contributions from any corpo-
ration, is a falsehood. The assertion that there has been
any blackmail, direct or indirect, by Mr. Cortelyou or by
me, is a falsehood. The assertion that there has been made
in my behalf and by nay authority, by Mr. Cortelyou or by
any one else, any pledge or promise, or that there has been
any understanding as to future immunities or benefits, in
recognition of any contributions from any source, is a
wicked falsehood.

"The statements made by Mr. Parker are unqualifiedly
and atrociously false. As Mr. Cortelyou has said to me
more than once during the campaign, if elected I shall go
into the Presidency unhampered by any pledge, promise or
understanding of any kind, sort or description, save my
promise, made openly to the American people, that so far
as in my power lies I shall see to it that every man has
a square deal, no less and no more."

The President's vigorous utterance met with general and
hearty approval, for Judge Parker's astounding conduct in
virtually calling the President of the United States a con-
spirator and blackmailer had aroused the indignation of
decent men of all parties. It was an act of incredible politi-
cal folly, reflecting not only upon its author's ideas of pro-
priety, but upon his intelligence. No man who rightly un-
derstood the character of the American people would be
capable of such a blunder. The election returns showed
unmistakably the faith that the people had in Theodore
Roosevelt, for they gave Mm the largest vote in the elec-
toral college and the largest popular majority that any can-
didate had received.

On the night of election, as soon as the result was known,
he wrote and gave out for publication the following:

" A wise custom which limits the President to two terms
regards tie substance and not the form, and under no cir-
cumstances will I be a candidate for or accept another
nomination.3'